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Honorable Carl E. Heastie

Speaker of the Assembly

Legislative Office Building, Room 932
Albany, New York 12248

Dear Mr. Speaker:

It is my privilege to submit to you the 2017 Annual Report for the Assembly Standing
Committee on Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities. The state is nearing its completion
of the transition of behavioral health and developmental disabilities services and supports from
Medicaid fee-for-service to a managed care service delivery model. As the state faces the
potential for extreme financial distress in the upcoming budget cycle, it will be essential for the
Committee to continue to engage with advocates and service providers in order to determine the
most efficient way to utilize resources at the state’s disposal and make sure that individuals
receive quality care, and that programs are funded properly and meet the needs of those who
require services.

The Committee continues to diligently watch other important changes occurring throughout the
behavioral health and developmental disability systems, including the continued implementation
of a managed care payment model for behavioral health and developmental disability services
and the execution of New York’s Olmstead Plan.

The Committee is dedicated to ensuring that the needs and rights of individuals with mental
illness and developmental disabilities are kept at the forefront throughout many of these changes
that will vastly impact the service delivery system.

During the 2017 Legislative Session, the Committee also reviewed numerous bills which focused
on strengthening individual rights and requiring higher quality of care and safety for individuals
served in the mental hygiene system.
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In closing, I would like to thank you for your leadership and support of the Committee on Mental
Health and Developmental Disabilities. | look forward to 2018 as we develop solutions to the
challenges we face.

Aileen M. Gunther

Chair

Assembly Standing Committee on

Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities



2017 ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
STANDING COMMITTEE ON MENTAL HEALTH
AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Aileen M. Gunther
Chair

Committee Members

Majority Minority
Didi Barrett Melissa Miller
Carmen De La Rosa Joe Errigo
Ellen Jaffee Mary Beth Walsh
Kimberly Jean-Pierre
Michael Miller
Diana Richardson
Robert Rodriguez

Angelo Santabarbara
Luis Sepulveda

Committee Staff

Thomas Gatto, Legislative Director and Committee Clerk

Program and Counsel Staff

Rebecca Mudie, Assistant Secretary for Program and Policy
Willie Sanchez, Senior Analyst
Janice Nieves, Associate Counsel
Terri Zaleski, Secretary



TABLE OF CONTENTS

I INTRODUCTION. ... 5
1. STATE BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS......ccooiie e, 6
I, SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATION 2017....uiiiiiiiiieeieeeeee e 8
IV.  HEARINGS & ROUNDTABLES.......ciiiiiiiiiee 11
APPENDIX A: 2017 Summary of Bill Actions............ccovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiinnn. 14
APPENDIX B: Final Action on All Bills Reported by the Commiittee............... 15
APPENDIX C: Laws Enacted in 2017.......c.oovuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee 19
APPENDIX D: Legislation Vetoed in 2017..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeens 20



I. INTRODUCTION

The Assembly Committee on Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities has jurisdiction
over legislation affecting programs that provide services, care, treatment, and advocacy for
individuals with various disabilities. The Committee focuses on ensuring that individuals with a
mental illness or a developmental disability and those with multiple disabilities are provided
appropriate and necessary services to live a fulfilling life and are protected from abuse or harm in
institutional and community settings.

The Committee has legislative oversight of programs administered and licensed by the State
Office of Mental Health (OMH) and the State Office for People with Developmental Disabilities
(OPWDD). The Committee also has statutory oversight of the Justice Center for People with
Special Needs (Justice Center), the Developmental Disabilities Planning Council (DDPC), the
Inter-Office Coordinating Council (IOCC), and the Most Integrated Setting Coordinating
Council (MISCC).

The aforementioned agencies are expected to serve nearly one million individuals in 2018-19,
including persons with mental illness, individuals with developmental disabilities, and their
families. The Committee also works closely with the New York State Assembly Standing
Committee on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, the Assembly Standing Committee on Veterans
Affairs, the Assembly Standing Committee on Correction, and the Task Force on People with
Disabilities.

During the 2017 session, the Committee reviewed a number of bills and addressed many issues
aimed at providing quality services, enhancing protections, and increasing access to services for
individuals with various disabilities.

This report describes the Committee’s major legislative activities during the 2017 session.



